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NUEVA Internship Reflection

Student Name: Erica Luzaich

1. Reasons for Project Selection:

| have always enjoyed working with kids and | have a strong
background in the field. | have a history of coaching a kid'’s
volleyball team and | also work as a childcare worker for spring
hills. So through doing these things in the past it only seemed
natural for me to do a senior project that involved kids. In the
beginning | did not have the mindset to work with kids but
when the opportunity arose | took it. My friend Adriana was
looking for a person to do this senior project with her and |
believed it fit perfectly into what | am all about.

2. Mentor Role:

Jen Grady is one of the kindergarten teachers at Maddy
Washburn. She was very much involved throughout the whole
process. When Adriana and | arrived in the mornings she would
have projects prepared for us to work on with the kids. She
would also have little jobs for us to do for her around the
classroom. When it came time to do the play she helped
Adriana and | take care of the kids. Jen taught us the correct
way to handle the kids and the right way to talk to them. What
she taught me | will forever carry on to my future experiences.

3. Senior Project Detailed Description of the Process and Time
Spent:

A senior project requires at least thirty hours of volunteering anad
| had actually exceeded thirty hours and volunteered for about
fifty hours or more. During these hours | would instruct kids on
how to do the art project of the day, work on math, or reading.
Kids who had trouble in these areas | would help them in the
way | believed would be best. Towards the end of working in
the classroom | knew well who the more challenged students
were and how to tfeach them appropriately. In the last month
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of working in the classroom Adriana and | worked with the kids
to put on the play of the Three Little Pigs with the kids. | went in
on A day morning's from either 8:20-9:30 or 8:20-10:30
depending on what day of the week it was from October to
March.

4. Incidents of Challenge, Insight and Success:

At certain points in my experience | withessed and dealt with
stubborn kids that would not cooperate. This was a challenge
for me because | am not one to be mean to kids or be strict
with them. This did not happen very often because all of the
kids were great. | would simply ask them politely fo do as they
were instructed and they always obeyed. A success | had was
perfectly putting on the Three Little Pigs play. With how young
the kids were it was a little difficult to have them remember the
words and blocking steps, but when it was show time they did
everything the way they were instructed. | was so relieved

5. Personal Growth/Skills Acquired/Lessons Learned:

| mainly grew in my confidence in working with kids as well as
adults. | am a fairly shy person so being able to communicate
with adults is very difficult for me but after doing this internship |
have became more confident in my people skills. | was able to
work with the parents of the kids and get to know them. | have
also gained insight into learning how to speak correctly to kids
and how to act towards them. | learned a lesson and that is
when you give your time to people they appreciate it more
than you know. The parents were overjoyed that we spent our
time to give them a play of their kids even though the play was
ten minutes.

6. Transferrable Skills Obtained and How:

Transferable skills | have obtained through this process include
patience and commitment. Patience was attained through
working with 4 and 5 year olds. It is not easy to get the thought

of a seventeen year old to a 5 year old and so lots of patience
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is needed. Commitment was accomplished through the many,
many times going into the classroom to work. In the beginning |
thought that the play would be colder to November but as we
went on we realized we would have to push it back due to
other engagements such as the Nueva play.

Overall Conclusion

This senior project was an experience | would frade for
anything. It taught me many of things and one being a deeper
insight into the minds of little kids. This will help me when |
become a mother and also working with kids in the future.
Aside from working with kids | also had the opportunity to put
on my first play as a director. Although it was small and just for
the parents it was nice to just dip my feet into the water of a
director.

One thing | would change if | were to do something like this
again would be not to go in so much. As much as | loved going
in there, there were times where there was not work for us fo do
and we were not needed. It would have been nice to be able
to do our hours all close together to get a more cohesive
experience. The project was sfill very informing though. | love
doing art and play with kids and this allowed me to do fhe
things | love and at the same time accomplish things | need to
accomplish. Working with awesome kids and bond with them
was my senior project and | would do it again in a heartbeat.
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